MATTHEW S. PAPPAS

ATTORNEY

22641 LAKE FOREST DRIVE, #B5-107

Los ANGELES COUNTY OFFICE: LAKE FOREST, CA 92630-1726 (949) 382-1485

4340 ATLANTIC AVENUE FACSIMILE: (949) 242-2605
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April 21, 2012

VIA U.S. MAIL, E-MAIL, AND FACSIMILE
(STILTON@BUENAPARK.COM)
((714) 562-3506)

City of Buena Park

Attn: City Clerk and City Manager
6650 Beach Boulevard, First Floor
Buena Park, CA 90622

Re: John Paul Lucas, Michael Parvizi, and Christine Yuan
10/26/2011

CLAIM FOR DAMAGES

To the City of Buena Park:

This letter serves as notice under applicable provisions of state law that the above
referenced individuals are claiming damages from the City of Buena Park for state and
federal constitutional violations as well as tortious actions that resulted in damages to them:

Mr. John Paul Lucas is seriously disabled. Mr. Lucas suffers from, among other
things, diabetes and severe atrial fibrillation. Mr. Lucas uses a cane as a result of physical
deformation and permanent injury resulting from the various conditions from which he
suffers. On October 26, 2011, officers of the Buena Park Police Department entered the
apartment of Mr. Lucas in Orange, California. At the time, Mr. Lucas was not present at
his home. Instead, his roommates, Michael Parvizi and Christine Yuan were at the house.
Without knocking, officers entered into the home and entered into the room of Mr. Parvizi
and Ms. Yuan who were both disrobed at the time.

Upon arriving home, Mr. Lucas was approached by two (2) officers with guns
drawn. The officers manhandled Mr. Lucas and threatened him. Mr. Lucas was then
questioned by Det. Steven Yakubovsky in the apartment. Det. Yakubovsky failed to warn
Mr. Lucas regarding his rights under Miranda v. Arizona. During questioning, Officer
Yakubovsky alleged that Mr. Lucas is a “methamphetamine kingpin.” As the questioning
began, Mr. Lucas asked Det. Yakubovsky for his heart medication, which Mr. Lucas had



City of Buena Park
April 21, 2012
Page Two

picked up from the pharmacy earlier that day. Officer Yakubovsky refused the medication
even after he was told by Mr. Lucas of the serious heart condition that Mr. Lucas suffers
from. Mr. Lucas repeatedly asked for his medication. Indeed, roommates Yuan and
Parvizi explained the serious condition and begged the officer to provide Mr. Lucas with
medicine. Thereafter, Mr. Lucas, who had earlier that day picked-up his prescription for
heart medication, began suffering a seizure. When the medication was finally provided,
Mr. Lucas had endured severe issues related to his condition.

Mr. Lucas is a medical cannabis patient. He is not a methamphetamine “kingpin”
nor does he use methamphetamine. Methamphetamine is contraindicated for people with
his cardiac condition. The officers were told Mr. Lucas is a medical cannabis patient and
managing member of a patient collective.

The raid conducted solely by Buena Park Police was illegal. The raid violated 42
U.S.C. § 1983. Likewise, it violated applicable provisions of art. 1 of the California
constitution. The actions of the police violated the 4" Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
as well as provisions of the California and federal constitutions providing for due process
and protecting the right of privacy. The actions of the Buena Park Police further violated
provisions of state law and should not have taken place in the City of Orange. The taking
of cannabis medication and money belonging to the patient collective group in the amount
of appr. $9,500.00 violates applicable provisions of state law. The entire process involving
Mr. Lucas, from engagement of an unreliable confidential informant to the lack of
investigation leading up to the assumption he was a methamphetamine “kingpin”
constitutes gross negligence/negligence.  Moreover, Mr. Lucas is protected by the
California Disabled Persons Act, the Unruh Civil Rights Act, and the Americans with
Disabilities Act. The entire process, including the denial of medication, violate his rights
under those laws.

1. The actions by the City violated art. 1 of the California constitution that
resulted in the taking of a property interest on or around October 26, 2011;

2. The actions by the City resulted in continuous damages to claimant Lucas
between October 26, 2011 through the date of this claim;

3. The actions by the City violated the constitutional rights of each of the
claimants;
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4. The actions by the City that violated provisions of the federal and state
constitutions resulted in damages under the CDPA, Unruh Civil Rights Act, the ADA, Civil
Code sections 52.1 and 54 as well as 42 U.S.C. section 1983;

5. The seizure of property and continuing failure to return that property,
including medication, valued at approximately $31,000.00 violates the state and federal
Constitutions. The seizure of the money of the patient collective and the medication of the
patient collective violate applicable provisions of the CDPA and related provisions of the
Ca. Civil Code;

6. The actions of the City and its officers have caused the claimants to suffer
severe emotional and physical distress and have exacerbated the cardiac condition of Mr.
Lucas.

As a result of the City’s violations, the claimants seek damages, inter alia, under
Ca. Civil Code § 52.1 for each action taken by the City culminating in the final loss on
December 15, 2011. For each City action, each claimant seeks a minimum $4,000.00. The
aggregate damages sought by the claimants is for the aforementioned illegal, negligent, and
improper actions are: $128,500.00.

Very truly yours,

Mo P

Matthew Pappas
MSP:jm



