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The US routinely searches for new legal scapegoats to deposit its fears and
anxieties around gender/sexual deviance. In the past, this has included the
Witch Tnals, sodomy laws, hyper-criminalization of suspected gay pedophilia
in the late 20th century, and most recently dozens of state and local anti-
trans bills across the country. While the face/identity of the alleged
perpetrators have changed, the supposed purity of the "vicims™ has
remained quite stagnant. These days the narrative is that freaky transgender
people (or as they say "crossdressers”) will come into your bathrooms and
abuse innocent little girls.

This type of legal/carceral culture relies on is two things: the construction of
morally abhorrent perpetrators/scapegoats AND the production of pure,
innocent victims. In this case, as in S0 many cases in the past, those victims
are archetypical (white) (cis) innocent little girls. We totally need to challenge
the white Christian supremacist, right-wing rhetoric around trans bodies,
absolutely., But we also need to seriously overhaul the idea that there 1s a
perfect victim anywhere.

| believe in the radical notion that little girls, like the rest of us, are
complicated people. There are no fairy tales and no princesses here. Little
girls are also queer, trans, kinky, deviant, kind, mean, beautiful, ugly,
tremendous, and peculiar. Your kids aren't as straight and narrow as you
think they are, Like everybody else. |'ve been a cute little girl. And a gender
nonconforming young adult, Let me tell you, everywhere along that spectrum,
Ive been complicated and strange.

The 1973 horror flick "The Exorcist” I1s my favorite snapshot of the cultural
place of (white) (cis) little girls. In the film, a little girl (with a single mother) is
possessed by the devil, From another perspective, the little girl 1s actually
exploring her sexuality (masturbation and so on) and her own demons/
meanness. Obviously, (white) men from the church have to be brought in to
save her since her single mom can't do it alone.

What If instead of moving from the "Exorcist” model of little girlhood, we
moved from a place that acknowledged that no one i1s a perfect pure flowel
that can be corrupted. That everyone i1s at once capable of receiving and
enacting violence, including little girls. That we all give and receive violence
to varying degrees, but that this I1s not a fairy tale. No one Is purely good or
evil. Look around: there are no princesses
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